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In this work the author aims ‘‘to supply the learner with the elements 
necessary for a study of the native hieroglyphic writing of Central America.”’ 

After an Introduction describing the extant Maya Manuscripts and the 
methods for interpreting them which have been proposed, the author proceeds 
to a careful analysis of their contents as divided into three groups :— 


1st. The Mathematical Elements; in which part are explained the Mayan 
numeral system, the different calendars in use, the astronomical knowledge of 
the Mayas, and the signs used in their arithmetical calculations. 

2d. The Pictorial Elements. This portion begins with a brief description 
of the religion of the ancient Mayas and the gods they worshiped. The 
pictorial representations of these divinities are then identified ; after which the 
quadrupeds, birds, reptiles, etc., depicted in the manuscripts are enumerated. 

3d. The Graphic Elements, or Hieroglyphics proper. A large number 
of these are analyzed, the directions in which they are to be read explained, 
and those for the days, months, deities, cardinal points, constellations, ete., 
are discussed. A number of new explanations are proposed. 

The volume concludes with seventeen ‘‘ Specimens of Texts,’’ drawn from 
different regions once in possession of the ancient Mayas, in order to illustrate 
the various forms of their writing. Several of these have not heretofore been 
published. They are copied from the manuscripts, inscribed stones, and 
painted pottery. i 

The illustrations have been made under the immediate supervision of the 
author, and include all the graphic forms positively recognized by others or 
himself, as well as many still of doubtful purport. 
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